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Briefing from the President of the Kilcoy Chamber of Commerce 23.10.2018 

The seminar opened with main concepts of exploring options for transforming South East 
Queensland over 25 years. 
 

 Maximise advantages 

 Forward thinking solutions 

 Unity of vision 

 Challenges brought about by significant population growth 

 Federal election  

 Infrastructure and connectivity 

 Vision matched by outcomes 

Population specialist Bernard Salt offered a view -point of challenging considerations for 

accommodating future population growth. Other speakers included Local Govt Agency QLD, Council 

of Mayors, Tourism Australia, Olympic advocacy and Infrastructure QLD. 

SEQ must create 'multi-CBDs' to cope with 

population 

SOUTHEAST Queensland must create 'multi-CBDs' to cope with a booming population, says 

leading demographer Bernard Salt.  

Proposition 

The fundamental configuration of SEQ is better than NSW or Vic. 

Social issues are emerging 

Rate of Growth 

2 million people to SEQ by 2043 from:  

 interstate migration 

 out migration - baby boomers 

Bernard noted demographic and town planning must not lag behind and should not be modest in 

ambition of goals and outcomes. Kilcoy will see a 57% population growth and Somerset Region 56% 

population growth during this identified period. 

Scale 

 The 2016 census displayed 7 million Australians as being non-religious. The heartland has 

shifted beyond faith- based values. This will present Australia with varying social issues: 

 Social isolation in the suburbs - loneliness trajectory is on the rise. 

 Singles - predominately 70+ women on their own experiencing social isolation 2020-2030’s 
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 Society needs to inject in programs of social connectivity or there will be a world of 

loneliness for SEQ 

 

Knowledge worker jobs  

 Healthcare. Technical training. Skilled worker. 

 Aim for social cohesion 

South East Queensland - Noosa to Coolangatta to Toowoomba is a 200 km Metropolitan area. A 

canvas the size of Los Angeles with 19 million people compared to SEQ 6 million people. 

 

Challenges ahead to consequences of small revenue base.  ( Relevant to Somerset Region) 

 Tax base too small 

 Need to compartmentalise 

 Decentralise 

 Bring jobs to regional centres 

 QLD strong plan - outcome 

 A “catchup” in infrastructure requires innovative thinking. 

 Inject infrastructure spend 
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 Suburban job centres 

 Inner city suburbs land use changes lead to job losses 

 

A means to tackle the lag is for SEQ to bid for the 2032-2040 Olympics 

Local Govt Agency Qld 

 2020-2030 Kindness culture of discourse 

 Discuss. Filter. Find. Deliver 

 

EKS - Intelligence in Events Tony Holding 

https://www.eks.com/en/our-clients  

The SEQ needs to become a world- class transport leader of transport region plans and reviews with 

a shared transport vision at all levels of government.  

Council of Mayors 

 A survey is underway in mass people migration. In preparation of the Games bid for 2032. 

SEQ is experiencing twice the OECD rate in population growth. 

 A 31% increase in transport demand 

 Vision of a cross river rail 

 45 min shared smart region where 
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o More easily move within key centres 

o Commute times under 45 mins 

o 30 min within city limits - work live play 

o Vision of a transport spine, hub and spoke system 

o Make existing options more pleasing 

o Rail scheme-partner with transformative projects/technologies 

o Rail-   Sunshine Coast                Gold Coast  

 Toowoomba   Ipswich    fast 200k mph - 250k mph. 

Historic spending is required and we must act NOW 

Feasibility study of Commonwealth Games will highlight major impact projects. 

FUTURE SEQ 

 Outer urban links to core services 

 Shared vehicles - book ends - Uber transport system to and from public transport to keep 

vehicles off the roads. 

 Concept - core rail with shared vehicles and booking integrated platform. 

 Strength of SEQ is the Regional Council sizes; Scaled works and governance systems. 

 Councils share vision of SEQ collaboration. 

 Housing density combines along transport routes. 

 Rail is part of the solution in moving people within SEQ. 

 Integrated transport with an aspirational 15% Public use and 85% Road use. 

 Engage the superannuation sector and private sector funding.  

 The most efficient use of service involves cost. 

 Julienne Alvoe - Infrastructure QLD - identifies there is more than one- way to solve a 

problem. 

 Good planning: What should SEQ be demanding of Govts? Better and improved road 

systems, rail networks. 

Value of Airports 

 Growth, live, travel 

 Passenger and freight movement: Brisbane Airport, Gold Coast Airport, Sunshine Coast, 

Toowoomba 

 Large employer approx. 75k - 100k this will likely double the nest 25 years. 

John O’Sullivan Tourism Australia 

 Olympic Bid, SEQ is fashionable drawing visitors from Intrastate/Interstate/Overseas 

 Chinese visitors like combining nature with urban environment.  

What sells SEQ to the tourist? “Authenticity” 

o Not the same as other destinations 
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o Perceived lifestyle, safety, food 

o Geographic location 

o Collective best experiences of the region 

Branding SEQ 

There is a push to Brand SEQ. Three videos were presented: Bright Sky, Blue Sky Country and No 

Worries. 

https://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/future-seq/the-essence-of-southeast-

queensland-vote-for-the-best-video/news-story/39f39dcd31a2644d2395cadba55a6308 

To view them copy the link to your browser. 

Infrastructure Decisions 

 Councils 

 Strategic long term integrated decisions 

 Delivery in what time frames to be cost effective 

 Easy to miss opportunities without collaborative projects 

 The Master Plan should be delivered to all of the residents of SEQ. It should be articulated 

and presented as one united front. 

The president raised the question to the panel that in all the future planning available today, 

regional townships are left behind, as planning blockades and lack of implementation strategy 

prevent good decision-making. Kilcoy is a great example of where it features in Bernard Salts future 

SEQ paper as going to experience 57% population growth within the Somerset Region of 56% growth 

however the demand for housing and infrastructure exists now as Kilcoy Global Foods production 

expansion of 50% is imminent. The Urban footprint requires urgent review. Diversity of housing 

investment and development is required now.  

The presentation however did not address movement East and West of freight and goods via the 

D’Aguilar Highway. Produce and products of agricultural nature utilise the D’Aguilar and the Brisbane 

Valley Highway. This is ignores the expected growth in our Somerset Region of 56% over 25 years 

and more closely Kilcoy to see a potential 40% increase in population with Kilcoy Global Foods 

production increase of 50% in the next 2 years.  

Governments do not always know the need when planning regional infrastructure.   

A great opportunity exists for the Chamber to facilitate improved communications and delivery of 

information flowing in and out of the Council with respect to Regional development. 

NB: See image of Courier Mail article below. 



FUTURE SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND SEMINAR 2018  
 

6 
 

 

Disclaimer: 

This document has been prepared from personal notes taken at the Lunch presentation. They are 

not qualified nor do they represent the views of News Ltd, Courier Mail its subsidiaries or staff.   




